Presence of the new human metapneumovirus in French children with bronchiolitis.
We developed a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) to detect human metapneumovirus (hMPV) in French children hospitalized for acute respiratory tract disease during the winter of 2001 to 2002. This assay showed that 19 (6.6%) of 337 respiratory specimens that were negative for other respiratory viruses were positive for hMPV. Seven hMPV infections were also detected in the previous winter. The patients had the following clinical syndromes: bronchiolitis, 16; acute exacerbation of asthma, 4; bronchitis, 1; laryngitis, 1; high fever with diarrhea, 2; high fever with rhinopharyngitis, 1; rhinopharyngitis with conjunctivitis and otitis, 1. The sequences of the seven amplified products were similar for all cases and had 99% homology with the previously described N gene sequence.